April 3, 2015
Michael Rocco, MD, MSCE, FNKF
Chair, Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative
National Kidney Foundation
30 East 33rd Street
New York, NY 10016
Re: National Kidney Foundation Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative (NKF KDOQI)
2015 Update
Dear Dr. Rocco:
The Alliance for Home Dialysis is a coalition of kidney dialysis stakeholders representing
patients, clinicians, providers, and industry. We have come together to promote activities and
policies to facilitate treatment choice in dialysis care while addressing systemic barriers that
limit access for patients and their families to the many benefits of home dialysis.
As a member of the Alliance’s Steering Committee we recognize the National Kidney
Foundation’s longstanding dedication to ensuring that patients have access to all treatment
modalities, including those in the home. NKF has consistently stood with the rest of the Alliance
in supporting payment and other policies that ensure equal access to all modalities for patients.
However, clinical practice guidelines such as the National Kidney Foundation Kidney Disease
Outcomes Quality Initiative (NKF KDOQI) also play an important role in protecting patient
choice by ensuring equal access to valuable clinical information. Some members of the Alliance
have raised concerns regarding specific recommendations in the most recent proposed update
to the NKF KDOQI that could potentially discourage providers from recommending some home
modalities. The Alliance encourages that these recommendations be revised to better reflect
the clinical benefits offered by home treatment.
In particular, Alliance members believe that the update does not adequately reflect the
demonstrated benefits of more frequent home hemodialysis as it is most commonly practiced
in the United States. More frequent hemodialysis, particularly at home, is an important
treatment option that offers significant clinical benefits. For instance, studies have

demonstrated that more frequent hemodialysis results in faster recovery time after treatment
with fewer side effects;1 improved cardiac status2 and survival rates;3 and increased likelihood
for transplantation4 and opportunity for rehabilitation.5 Despite these proven clinical
advantages, the Alliance is concerned that under the guidelines suggested in this update
patients would not receive consultation regarding the potential benefits they could see with
home treatment.
We encourage NKF to continue to work with the Alliance, and its members, to ensure that the
final update reflects the full breadth of the academic literature regarding home hemodialysis,
including the demonstrated clinical benefits for suitable patients. While NKF has worked with
the Alliance in the past to work for more consistent payment of more frequent home
hemodialysis, we worry that without guidelines that help practitioners place suitable patients in
the home, the benefits of such payment policies would reach far fewer patients than are
medically suitable for such treatments.
The Alliance appreciates your consideration of this request, and would be happy to work with
NKF on any future revisions. Please feel free to contact Elizabeth Lee at 202-466-4929 if you
have any questions or would like additional information.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Silverman
Executive Director
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